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Book Review:
Erika Shinya
“Yamatouta Vol.2”
2016, IDP Press

This book is like a garland.

The untold stories and hidden relationships
are revealed in each theme with love and
respect to Japanese history and culture by

the author.

The author is impressive in the way he
articulates his depth of understanding of
Japanese history and culture. This book
enables us to understand how Japanese
history and culture is embodied in
relationships with other cultures of the
world. Also this book helps us to see how
artwork and products are created on the
basis of universal principles based on

centuries of collective human wisdom.

The Sung-style of typing is used in this
book. This style is rarely seen among
printing styles in Japan today. It works well

with his rhythmical expressions reminding
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the reader of Chinese classics and it easily
draws the readers into his world.

You will experience the passion and the
surprise that the author experienced and
you will rediscover the depth of Japanese
culture. You will also see the author’ s
sensitive attitude of care. Such care is a
Japanese virtue greatly valued through it’ s
history.

In his book, the author says, “There is a
core or a cause that generates the existence
of all things and manifests phenomena.”
This idea is an important principle in his
book. Many different phenomena,
experienced by the author with this
principle (the core) made his book like an
essay, which is something like a garland.
And his point of view is very unique, very

different from the typical cultural analysis.

It is easy to feel lost in an affluent fast
paced society, filled with information and an
ever increasing dependence on the material
and on technology. But with this book we

can be sure of the core of Japanese culture,

cultivate it and

pass it on to
future

generations.
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